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From the Principalõs Desk ...... 

Hello families and friends of DPS! The big Term 4 is well under way and I am very pleased to say our students 
are actively engaged in all we offer at DPS. 
As you know, there has been a change in Council Street. I speak of the crossing. I ask once again that all students 
and parents observe road rules and use the crossing so we can keep our children safe as they enter and exit the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 5ǊƻǇ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ōǳǎȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǾƛƎƛƭŀƴǘΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 
ŀƴȅ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ǘƻ 
the office entrance and I know this pleases many people! The gate does have a big gap at the bottom so I have 
requested this be fixed to stop basketball, soccer balls and even children from sneaking under the gate! 
 
As the weather heats up I would like to bring two things to your attention. Firstly, I have been asked to mention 
that there are snakes around. They are particularly active at this time of year as they come out of hibernation. 
Snakes have been seen by children and parents, particularly those living close to Ruffey Lake Park! Secondly, as 
we are in Term 4, there is a no hat no play policy. Children know about this, and it is important to name hats so 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ƭƻǎǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǇǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
cover the back or sides of the head and are not considered sunsmart by the cancer foundation. Children must 
wear a broad brimmed sunsmart hat. 
 
While talking about keeping our students safe, we had a fire drill last week. Students followed instructions very 
well and we have the entire school outside, on the oval in a very short period of time. There was not a fire, but 
it is important that we regularly run fire drills so that in the unlikely event of a fire we can move our students to 
safety quickly. 
Those who attend the assembly last Friday would have seen the presentation of flowers and well wishes for 
Joanne Hooi who is leaving us to have her first baby. This is an exciting time for Jo and her family and we wish 
her well and look forward to hearing about the new addition. 
Jo is replaced by Courtney Larsen. We recently followed the selection process and are happy to announce that 
Courtney comes very highly recommended and we look forward to her becoming a part of our staff for a long 
time to come. 
 
At assembly on Friday we also congratulated students who participated in the ICAS exams. Mrs. Gale presented 
certificates to students, many of whom did extremely well. 
 
At the parent meeting this morning we discussed preparations for the giant Christmas raffle. We will canvas 
businesses asking for donation towards our giant raffle as has happened in previous years. If you, or someone 
you know has a business and would like to donate to our giant raffle please let us know in the office and we can 
pass your details on to the parent fundraising group who do such a wonderful job for DPS. Throughout the year 
our parents have raised a great deal of valuable funds, which have gone towards student classroom resources, 
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sports equipment and some of these funds are also used to support or subsidise excursions and swimming for 
families who may find themselves in short term financial stress. Naturally, this is confidential, but it is important 
to know that our DPS community looks after our students (and families) in many different ways. 
 
You may not know that your school fees also go a long away to supporting the numerous programs, events and 
activities at DPS. The Library fund and Buildings and Grounds funds are valuable in supporting many aspects of 
the school including blinds, carpets and other fittings. Each year we also purchase new air-conditioning, next 
year the Grade 4 building will have split systems installed. We already have evaporative cooling but on the really 
hot days, our classrooms can get very hot, so the classrooms which already have split systems have become the 
coolest places to be. We are also about to have some new fencing done in the school to restrict access to some 
of our garden beds. A lot of work has been done on our grounds and we need to keep little feet from tramping 
on recently planted shrubs etc. You would have noticed the vast mulching that has been done around the 
school. I would like to thank Mr. Spinks and his amazing Green Team for their efforts. I encourage you to come 
and see our scented garden which is just past the staffroom, near the after school care building. Plants in this 
garden all have a scent and it is a beautiful part of our school grounds. We received an invitation to a school 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅέ Ŝƴcouraged to attend, 
so fingers crossed, we receive recognition and a prize. I believe there are prizes worth up to $5000 that we can 
use towards further beautifying our school. 
 
Finally, as we are now planning for 2019, it would be appreciated if you could let the office know if your child is 
leaving us in 2019. If you know of anyone who intends enrolling at DPS in 2019 please ask them to make 
themselves known so we can include them in our planning and provide them with the necessary information 
for their child/ren. 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ 5t{Φ 
Or, if you see me on the gate before or after school say hi and introduce yourself! We work hard to do our best 
for your children, but together we are better, so if you are interested in volunteering at school in any capacity 
let us know and we can work together. 
We have a great team at DPS and amazing kids! 

 
Principal 
Jim Hill 
  

Our Scented Garden  
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Introducing  

UBUNTU 

òI am, because we are.ó 

 

In Term 4, all DPS students will get to experience a wide range of activities with different 

teachers. Each UBUNTU group is made up of students from Prep to Level 6, and these groups 

will remain consistent throughout the rest of the year, and potentially the remainder of these 

studentsõ time at DPS. They will participate in activities from disciplines such as STEM, 

Performing Arts, PE and Literacy. 

The aim of this venture is to build student connectedness, interdependence, peer support, and 

self-esteem by engaging them in activities that will teach them how to collaborate and give 

each other feedback, praise, and other types of support.  

The photos on this page are the names and symbols that each group designed for their 

UBUNTU tribe.  
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Stars of Level 1  
 

Khaled 1Kς ŦƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǎ мYΩǎ ±Lt 
  

Zengqu 1K - for always working hard and trying his 
hardest. 
 

Lavina 1Q ς For working hard to learn her spelling 
words. Well done! 
 
 

 

 

Stars of Prep  
 

Yousef PL ς for showing enthusiasm in everything you 

do. Wonderful work Yousef!  

David PW - For the exceptional work with trigraphs. 

Well done.  

Lucas PV has been working hard in the classroom, 

particularly on writing tasks. He has also been a 

supportive class member to a new student in our 

class. Keep it up!" 

 

 

 

Stars of Level 4  
 

Laura 4G ς For the improvements you have made in 
writing concise but informative summaries. 
 

Zoe 4G ς For the growth you have shown in writing 
summaries based on texts. 
 

Hayato 4WS - For his excellent leadership skills during 
Reciprocal Reading Groups. You kept your group 
focused and on task. Well done Hayato. Keep up the 
great work.  

 

Stars of Level 5  
 
 
 

Aashi 5G -For actively participating in her Literature Circle 
discussion group each week and completing all necessary 
tasks. Well done Aashi! 
 

Derek 5B -For producing high standard homework each 
week.  
 

Olivia 5B- For your persistence and determination in 
learning the lattice multiplication method. 
 

Kira 5S - For her wonderful work in the construction of the 
Eiffel Tower during our S.TE.M. session. Fantastic Job 
Zain Ayaz 5M for persistence when completing 

multiplication problems  

 

 

Stars of Level 2  
 

Ahaan 2W ς For the way that he has quickly settled in 
to 2W! Well done, Ahaan! 
 

Minato 2Wς For his exceptionally fabulous manners, 
showing the DPS value of respect every day! 
 

Yana 2P -For always trying her very best in everything 
we do in our classroom! Well done Yana!  
 

Sofia 2P - For being an outstanding speller and having 
beautiful handwriting. Well done Sofia! 
 

Stars of Level 6  
 
Jack 6K ς for settling in well at Doncaster Primary School and 
showing a positive attitude towards his learning. 
 

Jasmine 6F ς For contributing enthusiastically to discussions in 
her reading group. She has excellent comprehension skills and 
her ability to recall information is impressive. Jasmine also 
displays a positive composure when greeting every morning. 
Keep up the great work, Jasmine. 
 
Alexis 6M - For being a caring and supportive friend to all. Well 

done Alexis. 

 

Stars of Level 3  
 

Harroop 3B-For showing increased focus during 
learning time in a wonderful start to Term 4. 
 

Brad 3L -For setting well into his new class. Mrs Long is 
very proud of you. 
 

Brian 3L -For making an excellent start to his new class. 
Keep up the great work. 

 

Joggers Club  
 

25 laps - Zara 4G 

 

50 laps - Isaac 1Q 
              Ellie 3H 

               Elina 3H 

                Aljoori 3L 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=m8Ba5jyw&id=B6764ECDB073605DA02D0A9BE2D0FA1BC2C8808A&thid=OIP.m8Ba5jywFKpaa94KtbKXYgHaEi&mediaurl=http://image.shutterstock.com/z/stock-vector-kids-happily-running-vector-clip-art-illustration-with-simple-gradients-each-on-a-separate-layer-242761051.jpg&exph=919&expw=1500&q=Running+Club+Clip+Art&simid=608002466495268924&selectedIndex=212
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